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Purpose of punishment
Article title: U.S. Schedules First Execution of a Woman in Nearly 70 Years
The article by Marie Fazio is about the impending execution of a woman by the United States after she was found guilty of killing a pregnant woman and attempting to pass the baby off as her own. Lisa Montgomery will be the first woman to be executed in more than seven decades. The Kansas woman was convicted of kidnapping which resulted in the death by a Missouri jury in 2008. Her execution will be by lethal injection and is scheduled to take place in December 8 2020 at the Federal Correctional Complex in Terre Haute, Indiana. The execution will be one of its kind since no federal executions have taken place for more than 20 years.  According to the Death Penalty Information Center, only 2% of inmates in a death row and 1% of those executed are women. 
Capital punishment has been a controversial moral issue for a long time. This article is relevant to our weeks reading about the purpose of punishment. This begs the question, does capital punishment achieve the goals of punishment. I believe the ruling to execute Mrs. Lisa is wrong because the death penalty does not achieve the purpose of punishment. Punishment should make law breakers better people in society, rehabilitate them and integrate them to the society. Punishment should make the convicted able to re-enter the society so that they do not break the law again. Criminal justice systems identify four goals of punishment: retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, and rehabilitation. 
According to Immanuel Kant, we have a duty towards others (Paton, 1971).  We have a duty to protect the lives of others. However, Mrs. Lisa did not exercise her duty to protect the life of the pregnant woman. In fact she murdered her.  It is impermissible to kill. She therefore deserves punishment for her evil act. The question is however, what type of punishment fits her. Executing her is not a good option because social goals of punishment will not have been achieved. Therefore, I don’t think that the judicial system acted correctly to this case. 
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